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After a long and occasionally brutal winter, spring melt arrived in April.  All
the hard work of prepping the equipment over the winter and all through
April finally paid off.  The planters and tractors were ready by the first
week of May when planting started.  A few pieces of equipment were
traded for newer models, which will update some of the technology.
Technology changes quickly and the new equipment will be a nice
improvement for data transfer. 
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Calving started in March and continued on until June.  This winter led to
challenging planting conditions.  With the extended winter, maintenance
was done and the equipment was ready for use.  With the new equipment
came many opportunities to explore new technologies. Tractor and sprayer
upgrades brought more coverage sharing tech allowing multiple units in
same field to see each coverage on screen as well as allowing section
control. Each machine will not overlap onto what another unit has already
completed. Saving cost while creating efficiencies. 
Planting started in May with having to go around snow drifts. Through
June, planting was still going strong and spraying started.  This year was
an unusual year for spraying as there were calm days rather than the
normal.  The winds that did happen brought a lot of rain. Because of the
rain received, the crops look very good to excellent this year. Some of last
years cover crop rye fields were harvested for hay before being seeded
back into early season sunflowers for double cropping. Other rye fields
were watched closely, and it was decided to let them grow for grain harvest
in late July.
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WEATHER UPDATE 
One of the more recent analysis products for clarifying how drought is
affecting vegetation in the contiguous U.S. is the Vegetation Drought
Response Index, or VegDRI. Production of the VegDRI maps began in
2006 with coverage of seven states in the northern Great Plains and has
since expanded to include all the lower 48 states. The VegDRI brings
together both satellite-based observations and on-ground descriptions of
land cover, land use, soil characteristics, and the ecological setting. In
terms of primary crop growing areas across the United States,
vegetation from central Missouri into eastern Iowa along with western
Minnesota, much of eastern Nebraska and eastern Kansas were
classified as having severe drought stress.
April 2023 was North Dakota's second wettest on record. As for here in
our area, we have been receiving rain about every two weeks, which is
very different than past years. 
The high humidity and wet conditions have potential to cause harvest
issues with the rye and durum. The glowing amber color in durum can
quickly dull causing quality issues when trying to sell. The crop also, if
too wet, can start to germinate on the stalk.
Despite the stress of the 2023 midseason in other areas of the United
States, the adage "rain makes grain" is still in play -- if the moisture
predictions come true. There are about two months yet to go before
soybean and corn combines roll into the fields.

"RAIN
MAKES
GRAIN"
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TECHNOLOGY 
We met with several companies looking into multiple technologies this
past winter and spring.  One program we are using is called Cattle Max.  
This is a database that can track cattle information such as cattle
inventory, cattle performance, herd health, pastures, and tasks.
Information on the calves, can be inputted into the app the same day
keeping data real time.  If any calves are vaccinated or other medication
is given the app lets all employees know what medication was given to
each individual animal.  The lineage is also tracked back to both the bull
and the cow.
Libra Cart is an app that reads the scale on the grain cart.  An iPad is
monitored in the tractor cab.  Once the combine places grain into the
grain cart the scale sends the information to the iPad.  The driver can
see how much grain is in the grain cart.  The grain cart then pulls up to
the semi trailer and starts unloading until the trailer is full.  The load that
was placed on the semi trailer then gets sent electronically to harvest
profit.  Harvest profit is a program we use to monitor grain in the bins, or
how much grain went to the elevator.  
On another note -The public can now access a new geospatial product
called Crop Sequence Boundaries (CSB). CSB is a map of agricultural
fields that provides crop acreage estimates of planted U.S. acres and
historical planted fields across the contiguous United States. 
CSB can help producers make planting and farm practice decisions and
look at past conservation practices. 
The CSB data sets for 2015 to 2022 are viewable and available for
download at the state and county-level using an interactive map
powered by Google Earth Engine.

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Research_and_Science/Crop-Sequence-
Boundaries/

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Research_and_Science/Crop-Sequence-Boundaries/Viewer/index.php
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Research_and_Science/Crop-Sequence-Boundaries/Viewer/index.php
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Research_and_Science/Crop-Sequence-Boundaries/


EXPECTED HARVEST
DATES - 2023




RYE - JULY/AUGUST
OATS - AUGUST

DURUM - AUGUST/SEPT
SOYBEANS - OCTOBER
CORN - OCTOBER/NOV

The average price of 500-pound steers in Oklahoma auctions in July was up 48 percent
over the price one year ago. Higher calf prices are the market result of continually
smaller cow herds and declining feeder cattle supplies.
The July Cattle report showed that cattle inventories are continuing to decrease in 2023.
The total inventory of cattle and calves was 95.9 million head, down 6.7 percent from the
recent cyclical peak in 2018, and just fractionally above the 2014 low. The July 1 beef
cow herd was 29.4 million head, down 9.3 percent from the 2018 peak, and is 1.2
percent lower than the 2014 low. The 2023 July beef cow herd is the lowest in the entire
data series for this report dating back to 1973. Estimated supplies of feeder cattle from
this report are 34.4 million head, down 3.6 percent year over year. The 2023 calf crop is
projected at 33.8 million head, down 1.9 percent year over year and down 2.5 million
head from the 2018 peak. Feeder supplies will continue to shrink into 2024.
Rapidly rising calf prices in 2023 have not yet provoked any heifer retention and herd
rebuilding. The beef replacement heifer inventory was 4.05 million head, down 2.4
percent from last year and is the lowest ever in the July Cattle report. Not only are
replacement heifer inventories low, but the supply of other heifers that could be used for
breeding is also low. It is typical for some heifers not included in reported replacement
heifer inventories to get bred and enter the cow herd. These heifers come out of the
‘other heifer’ category in inventory reports. The other heifer inventory includes heifers
already in feedlots as well as heifers that are part of the estimated feeder supply.
Although the current price of 500-pound steers is just 8 percent below the record
Oklahoma price in December 2014, higher prices are ahead. This process may begin in
late 2023 but the tightest feeder supplies will not occur until 2024 at the earliest or
possibly into 2025. With the pipeline of beef replacement heifers and residual other
heifers extremely low, heifer retention will likely begin mostly with heifer calves. The
inventory of calves under 500 pounds on July 1 was 26.3 million head, down 2.6 percent
year over year. Assuming that producer interest in heifer retention kicks in, the process
is likely to be slow simply because of the limited supply of heifers for the foreseeable
future. 
Looking at grain commodities, the United States is anticipating record-high corn and
soybean crops in the coming market year. However, it is grappling with dropping wheat
production that is opening the market to cheaper imports from Europe and is in
discussions with Mexico over a presidential decree banning genetically modified corn.
Exports and imports have grown significantly in the last 25 years as emerging economies
grew with foreign and domestic policies expanded US access to foreign markets. Then
we have this year, setting up a perfect storm of events — US drought, a significant
increase in exportable volume from Eastern Europe due to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
in 2022, increasing US rail tariffs and fuel costs — have made some European wheat
more than $100 cheaper per ton than US Hard Red Wheat Gulf export price.
The United States has experienced a general downward trend in wheat plantings over
the last two decades due to lower relative returns, changes in government programs that
give farmers more flexibility and increased competition in global markets.
The US share of the global wheat market has declined from an average of 25% from
2001-06 to a projected 10% in the 2022-23 marketing year.

Production was affected significantly by persistent drought that resulted in lower
yields and higher abandonment. Durum and other spring wheat is estimated at a
collective 14.4 million tons, down 3% from the previous year. 
US officials are concerned about the impacts of a Mexican presidential decree
that would prohibit genetically modified corn products for certain uses by 2024.
The uses would include tortillas and dough, which is mainly made from white
corn. The United States has said Mexico’s policies are not based on science and
are in violation of the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA). The
United States has taken the next step in trying to resolve the dispute by
requesting dispute settlement consultations under the USMCA.
US soybean exports are forecast to decline to 53.9 million tons in 2023-24 on
higher competition from South America. 

COMMODITY PRICES


